Interobserver reliability between a nurse and anaesthetist of tests used for predicting difficult tracheal intubation.
We examined the interobserver reliability, between a nurse and anaesthetist, of five tests used to predict difficult tracheal intubation: mouth opening; thyromental distance; head and neck movement; mandibular luxation; and assessment of oropharyngeal view. For each test, an anaesthetic nurse and a specialist registrar anaesthetist were trained to use a standard method of examination. Most of the tests had either good or very good reliability. Assessment of mouth opening demonstrated only moderate reliability and assessment of oropharyngeal view demonstrated poor reliability. The interobserver reliability estimates between a nurse and an anaesthetist are similar to those previously demonstrated between two anaesthetists.